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Think of connectivity
with new technology

Connectivity is a serious concern for all who desires to see their
state ahead of others. But one thing that stands true is that in
the field of road connectivity Manipur is some 100 years behind
when compare with other big states in India. As it remains a
fact that road connectivity in our state will take more time we
need to explore to an alternative connectivity means to compete
with the world today

Neighbouring Assam is far ahead when it comes to Road
infrastructure. There is no doubt in saying that connectivity is
all that is required to develop a state. The more the connectivity
is improved the more the development will come. Unfit road
connectivity, inability to make road connectivity with all villages
of the state due to certain factors including topographical and
geographical states have now become a real hurdle for state
like Manipur.

Almost all people know, any government, whichever comes to
power, irrespective political parties knows the difficulties and
reality of constructing road connectivity for all villages in the
state like Manipur, leaving aside the commitments and sincerity
.With the kind of debate and discussion heard among the
legislators during the ongoing state assembly session. The way
the legislatures debated showed that it will take some few years
to make sure that the state have proper road infrastructure at
present. Even the ongoing construction or repairing work at
both National Highways will take some more months or perhaps
years due to nature’s obstruction.

During question hour in the ongoing Assembly session yesterday
Revenue Minister K. Shyam assured to operate Sahamphung Sub
Divisional Office from the office building of Mini Secretariat
Ukhrul district Head Quarter.

Among the many Govt. officers sub-divisional office is one of
the most important govt. office to assure that there is
governance in the area. As per the Minister Revenue one SDO+3
staffs have been posted and that the SDO posted also acted as
BDO so literally the govt. assumed of post functional. The sub
divisional staffs are posted before establishing a proper office
infrastructure as per requirement.

But what is surprising is the thinking mentality of the govt.
authority who felt that sending staff is all enough for opening of
a sub divisional office. Besides office infrastructure one
important reason for the MLA Alfred to urge the Minister for
making the SDO office from Mini Secretariat Ukhrul is also
because of the unfit road infrastructure.

Well and good but what is disappointing is that our present day
legislatures seems to have completely forgotten is that - the
world is changing and it is not changing because of not only the
better road connectivity but because of the advancement of
connectivity through technology.

One advantage of newly develop technology to connect people
is that it is more like sitting together on the same bench no
matter how far the distance they stayed. When it remain as a
fact that connectivity matters for running of the administration
so at least the government should now consider for improvement
of better connectivity using all the high tech technology. For
example the sub divisional HQ if provided internet connectivity
so that the officials can keep in touch with dist. HQ authority
for 24 hour, than there is no need for them to travel.

It is now time that the govt. decides working by using
connectivity through technology in addition to the development
of road connectivity.
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| National & International News |
India ranks 81st in global corruption perception index

Agency activists, opposition leaders andl4, 12 and 9, respectively speak  up,” Transparency
New Delhi, Feb 22:India has been even staff of law enforcement orMeanwhile, China with a score of 41International Managing Director
ranked 81st in the global corruptionwatchdog agencies are threatenedias ranked 77th on the list, whilePatricia Moreira said.

perception index for 2017, released bynd in the worst cases, eveBrazilwas placed at 96th with a scare:
Transparency International, whichmurdered”. of 37 and Russia was at the 135tPgk troops target Indian
named the country among the “worstPhilippines, India and the place with a score of 29.

offenders” in terms of graft and pressMaldives are among the worstrurther analysis of the results pOStS a|0ﬂg LoC
freedom in thésia Pacific region.  regional offenders in this respectindicates that countries with theAgency

The index, which ranks 180 countriesThese countries score high foteast protection for press and ngnSrinagar, Feb 22: Pakistani troops
and territories by their perceivedcorruption and have fewer presgovernmental organisations (NGOs}oday fired at Indian posts along the
levels of public sector corruption,freedoms and higher numbers oélso tend to have the worst rates|dfine of Control (LoC) in the Uri sector
placed India at the 81st place. In thgournalist deaths,” it added. corruption. of Jammu and Kashmiprompting
2016 India was in the 79th place amongn the last six years, 15 journalistsThe analysis, which incorporatesindian soldiers to retaliate, &mmy
176 countries. working on corruption stories indata from CPJ, showed that in theofficial said. The Pakistani troops
The index uses a scale of 0 to 10@hese countries were murdered, dast six years, 9 out of 10 journalistsopened unprovoked firing at Indian
where 0 is highly corrupt and 100 isreported by the Committee towere killed in countries that score 43posts in the Hajipeer area of the Uri
very clean. Protect Journalists (CPJ). or less on the index. sector in Baramulla district this
India’s score in the latest ranking,In the latest ranking New Zealand'No activist or reporter should havemorning, the official said.
howeverremained unchanged at 40and Denmark were placed theo fear for their lives when speakingHe said Indian soldiers are retaliating
In 2015, the score was 38. highest, with scores of 89 and 88put against corruption. Giventhe aggression from across the LoC
Transparency International furthemespectively On the other hand current crackdowns on both civjl effectively and in equal measure.
said, “in some countries across th&yria, South Sudan and Somaligociety and the media worldwide, weNo casualties have been reported in
region (Asia Pacific), journalists, were ranked lowest with scores oheed to do more to protect those whihe incident so fahe added.

| Contd. from yestersday issue |
Phases of Manipur Culturl:Historical Perspective

expression of their sentiment andnodernization. composite culture prevailed again.
MCS(Retd) emotion in devotional songs inThe outcome was the birth ofThe King was no longer absolute.
Religious Syncretism: It is little or ShriGovindajee and various movements like revivalist, Establishment of Constitutional
no wonder that Garibniwaz is treatedNatasankritan. social reformation, and monarchy in 1949 is a vivid example
as religious fanatic by many of hisThe ManipuriVaisnavism as revolutionary movements inin this regard. Religion was no
critics. Still there are aspects thapropounded by BheigyachandraManipur in the first and second halflonger the source of truth and reality
could be taken as considerate teannot be described as a purelpf the twentieth centuryThe Reason and logic won over faith
some extent. Examples may be citettansplanted brand of religion fromrevivalist movement was and belief. This change heralded
to the worship of royal deities like Bengal. It was formed to suit thespearheaded by an educatethe beginning of Modern Period in
Nongshaba, Panthoibi, and local taste and ideas. Thus a sociaeacher called Naorem Phullothe Manipur History
TaibangKhaiba (Sanamahi) by religious syncretism occurredpopularly known as NaoriaPhulloConclusion:At a time when
Brahmins, indicating that there wasresulting to the emergence ofborn in 1888 at Manipur was yet to consume and
still room left for religious syncretism present culture of the Meitei- LaishramKhullenJaribond, of the fully embrace the age of science, the
and cultures. Though HinduHindus. then Cachar District. The movementomplex digital revolution in 1970s
festivals replaced the traditionalModern Period: Towards Inclusive aims at reviving the traditional kick started the Information age.
festivals, the hill people were allowedComposite Culture (1826 —1972) religion, custom, culture and The InformatiorAge is a period in
to practice their own culture andThis period witnessed theusages of the Meiteis. But the leadehuman history characterized by the
religion. The killing of animals for resurgence of a composite culturavho had awakened the Manipurisshift from traditional industry to a
food during MeraHaochongba in the Manipuri society Random from its long slumber and defiedsociety based on information
known as MeraSanduba was contactwith the British had alreadycolonialism and feudalism wastechnology As a result of sharing
allowed in the capital, which showsbegun since the time of Raja JaLamyanba Hijam Irawat Singh, bornof knowledge through information
cultural toleration and pluralism. Singh (Bheigyachandra). Howeyeron 30" March 1896. He was antechnology peoples socio-
HaomachaLoishang was reorganizedirect link commenced after theeducated leader of high socialeconomic and political outlooks
and properly maintained. Muslimssigning of Treaty ofYandaboo in status who once became a Darbdrave changed tremendouslit
who had already settled in thel826. The meddling of the British Member even challenges science as source
kingdom were not forced into Rajin Maniputs politics is clearly After the defeat of Manipur in 1891, of truth and reality; truth stopped
conversion. It shows his tolerancevisible in the matter of cessationthe British taught and trained thebeing absolute as it became subject
and forbearance towards otheof Kabawvalley to Burmain 1834. Maharaja to be rapacious and crueb interpretations. Man had moved
beliefs and religion. After the firstAnglo-Burmesé&Var,  against his subjects. They enabledn from objectivity to subjectivity
The accession of the British felt it necessary to him to collect taxes and revenuesThe existence of other gods and
MeidinguChingthangkhomba establish a Politicahgency in effectively so as to fulfill their cultures is acceptable in the mind
popularly known as Manipur Captain Gordon (1835- colonial aspirationAs a result, of the post-modern people as there
RajarishiBheigyachandra (1763-1798.844) was appointed as firstvarious obnoxious taxes like Hajam-s no single defining source of truth
AD), signaled the promotion of aPoliticalAgent. napet, Kang-thouri, Chabok-beyond the individual. For posts-
cultural syncretism that is found everiThe constructive part of British wangol, Chandal-senkhai, Jal-modernists spiritual pluralism exists.
today The Chaitanya school of contact with Manipur was the sambhandhi and harsh andod is welcomed until he doesn’t
Vaishnavism replaced the Ramandintroduction of western education.compulsory duties lik¥arek-santri play God. Neither religion nor
cult propounded by Garibniwaz andAmong the pioneers, mention maywere imposed on the commonscience is the yardstick to measure
his preceptor Shanti Das Mahantabe made of Major Gener&l.F. people Above all, there prevailed truth, beauty and goodnesis

By Hareshwar Goshwami,

be the government,” he said, referringie was formally initiated to Nuthall, Dr L. Brown (1867-1875), many evil social systems like,such post-modern culture itself
to districts inAssam that have a Goudiya\aishnavism by Shri Rup Sir James Johnstone,

Rev‘Mangba-sengba’, ‘Inthokpa- defies certainty and absoluteness.

ParmannandaThakuHe installed Pettigrew  Nuthal-Browns loushinba’etc. Howeverwith the They group and re-group with

the rise of a political party that TheArmy Chief also said the influx the idol of Govindajee in 1776 andvernacular school was establishe@mergence of educated middldikeminded people beyond the
champions the cause of Muslims irof people from Bangladesh into thentroduced Ras Lila, a combinationin 1872. Though not successful itclass, the authority of the king, histraditional cultural and religious
the northeast have set up dortheastwas “planned” and part obf traditional Meitei dance form andpaved way for future westernnobility and priestly class were boundaries. Post-modernism makes
controversy At a seminar on proxy warfare by Pakistan withVaishnavite theme. It is said thatducation in thetdte. As a result, questioned. Dead bodies that werassimilation and integration more

WednesdayGeneral Rawat also support from China.

warned against the influx of people“A planned immigration is taking traditional

there are many similarities betweerin 1920 Manipuris went outside theburied earlier as ‘unholy’ were takenfluid. But individual or group
‘MaibiJagoi’ and state for obtaining westernout, cremated and last ritesdeologies can be clashed in the

from Bangladesh, calling it proxy warplace because of our westernBhangiJagoi' of the Ras Lila. The education with State Scholarshipperformed. The payment ofabsence of an unifighat might spin

by Pakistan with help from China. neighbourThey will always try and pattern of

‘ChampraOkpi’, The arrival of western educationobnoxious taxes and the system abwards social chaos and anarchy

In comments that have provokedensure that this area is taken gvetfChampraKhaibi’ of the Bhangi acted as an agent of social changésacred’ and ‘unsacred’ were defiedTo me this is the social order
political reactions, General Rawatplaying the proxy dimension of dance is said to be adopted from ‘Leialtering existing outlooks and As a result of the efforts made byprevailing today in Manipur though
referred to what he said were reportsvarfare. | think the proxy game is veryhekpa’ ‘Lei-khaiba’ of the ‘Lai beliefs, and leading to thelamyanbalrabot and likemindedthe characteristics of both modern
of an increase in the Muslimwell played by our westernHaraoba’ of the Meiteis. Meiteis emergence of an elite group thapeople, cultural disparity began toand pre-modern still persist.

population in several districts ofneighbouy supported by our being lover of dance and music foundvanted
Assam and talked about the rise ofiorthern border (China) to keep th
the All India United Democratic area disturbedi\Ve will continue to
Front (AIUDF) led by Badruddin see some migration happening. Th|
solution lies in identifying the
problem and holistically looking at

Ajmal.
“There is a party calledIUDF. If
you look at it, they have grown in ait,” he said.

faster time-frame than the BJP grewlo check the influx of Bangladeshis
over the years,” he said, adding thafissam is coming out with a nationa|

the BJP won only two seats in theregister of citizens.

1984 national election. “THEDUF  General Rawat said the centre wg
“seriously taking several measure;
TheAlUDF, formed in 2005, has threeto ensure development of thd
members in parliament and 13 stateegion”, which would “take care of a

is moving at a faster paceAssam.”

legislators. lot of things”.

“I do not think you can now changeEfforts should be to “amalgamate”
the population dynamics of the areathe people living in the region, he said
If it was five districts to eight to nine, and then try and “start identifying

inversion has taken place whichevethose creating trouble for us”.
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